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This	year	has	definitely	been	challenging	for	the	students	at	Jonathan	Dayton.	The	new	virtual	setting	has	

impacted	everyone’s	lives	and	schedules,	and	it	can	be	hard	to	find	the	light	in	this	dark	situation.	Not	being	able	

to	have	the	normal	high	school	experience	for	almost	two	school	years	is	something	that	the	students	at	Dayton	

never	imagined.	However,	despite	the	current	circumstances,	it	is	imperative	that	we	remember	to	make	the	

best	out	of	this	situation,	and	to	continue	to	look	forward	to	the	improvements	the	future	is	sure	to	hold.	Just	

because	we	are	interacting	with	teachers	and	classmates	through	a	computer	screen	does	not	mean	new	goals	

cannot	be	achieved	and	memories	cannot	be	made.	If	we	look	to	the	bright	side	of	this	situation	and	remain	

calm,	patient,	and	hopeful,	we	will	be	back	through	Dayton’s	doors	very	soon.	
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“ZOOM SCHOOL” HAS LEFT A DEEPER WOUND ON MY 
MENTAL HEALTH THAN MY GRADEBOOK 
By:	Sarah	Zarember,	2021	

As	COVID-19	caused	Jonathan	Dayton	to	shift	
to	a	remote	learning	model,	students	were	forced	to	
add	“surviving	a	global	pandemic”	to	their	list	of	high	
school	 responsibilities.	 As	 this	 worldwide	
catastrophe	 wreaked	 havoc,	 millions	 of	 people	 all	
over	 the	 world	 lost	 their	 jobs	 and	 almost	 three	
hundred	 thousand	 Americans	 have	 died.	While	 the	
average	high	schooler	with	a	healthy	immune	system	
might	not	be	as	directly	affected	by	terrifying	rates	of	
unemployment	 or	 the	 immediate	 danger	 of	 fatality	
that	adults	or	people	in	high	risk	demographics	might	
feel,	 there	 is	no	doubt	 that	 these	effects	 are	deeply	
troubling	 for	 many	 families,	 especially	 those	 who	
have	had	to	go	through	severe	economic	hardship	or	
lose	a	loved	one	as	a	result	of	the	virus.		

I	 feel	 incredibly	 lucky	 to	 have	 not	 been	
personally	 affected	 by	 either	 of	 these	 deeply	
upsetting	 circumstances.	 However,	 an	 entirely	
different	 set	 of	 challenges	 has	 occurred	 universally	
for	the	student	body	as	a	result	of	the	lockdown.	Both	
school	 and	maintaining	 a	 healthy	 social	 life,	 two	 of	
the	main	 responsibilities	 placed	 on	 high	 schoolers,	
have	 become	 exponentially	 more	 difficult	 while	
quarantined.	 Without	 access	 to	 the	 traditional	
classroom	 environment,	 I	 find	 it	 incredibly	
challenging	to	display	both	focus	and	motivation.	The	
personal	 aspect	 of	 school	 has	 been	 completely	
removed,	and	I	routinely	find	myself	daydreaming	of	
simple	 moments	 spent	 walking	 down	 the	 hallway	
and	 laughing	with	 friends,	 or	 staying	 after	 class	 to	
talk	to	my	teachers	and	develop	strong	relationships.	
My	 heart	 goes	 out	 to	 the	 freshmen	 who	 will	 most	
likely	go	at	least	a	full	year	into	high	school	without	
experiencing	 this	 small	 pleasure.	 Now	 that	 my	
friends	have	been	replaced	with	boxes	on	a	screen,	I	
am	 forced	 to	 stare	 at	 for	 seven	 hours	 a	 day,	 not	
including	 homework,	 it	 is	 near	 impossible	 to	make	
new	 friends.	There	 is	no	way	 to	 communicate	with	
the	people	in	my	classes	during	the	school	day	with	
the	 exception	 of	 breakout	 rooms,	 which	 can	 a)	
become	awkward	very	quickly	and	b)	are	only	used	
by	a	fraction	of	teachers.	There	is	little	opportunity	to	
talk	to	my	teachers	when	they	are	asked	to	come	up	
with	 lesson	 plans	 to	 fill	 the	 period	 exactly,	 and	
anything	I	say	to	them	will	have	to	be	said	in	front	of	

the	entire	class.	Private	
messaging	is	far	from	an	
adequate	 substitute	 for	
the	 student-teacher	
relationships	 that	 were	
my	unequivocal	favorite	
part	 of	 school	 for	
freshman	 through	
junior	 year.	 A	 lack	 of	
seeing	 my	 friends	 at	
school	 has	 led	 to	 a	
greater	want	to	see	them	during	my	free	time,	which	
would	 either	 require	me	 talking	 to	 them	 through	 a	
screen	 for	 even	 more	 hours	 and	 still	 feeling	
unfulfilled,	 or	 seeing	 them	 in	 person	 but	 feeling	
incredibly	 guilty	 afterwards	 for	 my	 completely	
normal	social	urges.		

Social	 interaction	 aside,	 the	 death	 of	 my	
productivity	has	been	an	incredibly	challenging	loss	
to	 cope	with.	 It	 is	 simply	not	possible	 for	me	 to	be	
anywhere	 near	 as	 productive	 as	 normal	 from	 a	
remote	 learning	 standpoint.	 I	 have	 enough	 trouble	
focusing	in	the	school	building,	let	alone	my	bedroom.	
Family,	personal	electronic	devices,	and	the	informal	
environment	of	my	bedroom	all	present	distraction.	
The	 workload	 this	 year	 has	 also	 unfortunately	 not	
been	 reduced	 to	 reflect	 the	 circumstances	 that	
Jonathan	Dayton	students	 find	 themselves	 in.	Many	
students	 are	 being	 asked	 to	 take	 on	 more	 family	
responsibility	or	a	job	than	they	might	be	used	to,	but	
this	 extraneous	 stress	 seems	 to	 be	 neither	
accommodated	 nor	 understood.	 It	 is	 absolutely	
ludicrous	to	have	multiple	assignments	per	night	in	
some	classes	on	 top	of	 the	school	day,	almost	all	of	
which	are	to	be	completed	online.	I	am	fortunate	to	
have	 teachers	 this	 year	 who	 have	 expressed	
flexibility	with	due	dates	should	an	emergency	arise	
or	mental	 health	 fall,	 but	 I	 have	many	 friends	who	
have	had	the	opposite	experience	this	year.	Whereas	
I	would	at	least	be	moving	in	between	classes	during	
a	normal	day,	being	stationary	with	the	exception	of	
brief	 gym	 classes	 is	 mentally	 draining.	 Three	 fifty-
seven	minute	 class	periods	 in	 a	 row	with	no	break	
time	is	just	too	long		
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for	any	person	 to	be	 in	 front	of	a	screen,	especially	
while	actively	learning.	Even	with	blue	light	glasses,	I	
find	 myself	 finishing	 every	 day	 with	 a	 pounding	
headache	as	a	result	of	this	increase	in	screen	time.	
This	 complete	 dependence	 on	 the	 screen	 for	 both	
educational	and	social	purposes	has	also	resulted	in	
a	 very	 unhealthy	 addiction	 that	 has	 made	 me	
noticeably	 more	 socially	 anxious,	 even	 as	 a	
performer.		

By	 far	 the	most	 disappointing	 aspect	 of	 this	
year	 has	 been	 the	 loss	 of	 all	 upperclassmen	
privileges.	In	addition	to	the	pessimistic	uncertainty	
of	my	graduation	and	prom,	the	homecoming	dance	
and	 Interclass	 Games	 were	 also	 cancelled.	 From	 a	
musical	 standpoint,	 the	marching	 band	 season	was	
cancelled,	and	band	and	choir	have	been	moved	to	a	
virtual	 format	 indefinitely.	 My	 peers	 and	 I	 have	
worked	 exceptionally	 hard	 throughout	 these	 past	

three	and	a	half	
years,	 and	 to	
have	little	to	no	
recognition	 for	
this	 is	

incredibly	
disappointing.	

Getting	 to	
watch	 my	
athletic	 friends	
have	 senior	

seasons	and	senior	nights	is	upsetting	when	I	know	
that	I	will	not	get	this	same	privilege.	I	underwent	a	
slight	breakdown	at	the	beginning	of	this	school	year	
as	 I	 realized	 that	 everything	 I	had	worked	 towards	
would	 be	 completely	 indefinite,	 even	 attending	
college	in	the	fall.	It	has	been	an	uphill	battle	working	
to	regain	a	sense	of	worth,	adding	more	stress	to	an	
already	beyond	stressful	year,	especially	now	that	my	
passion	 and	 creative	 outlet	 is,	 for	 the	 time	 being,	
unavailable.	

Yes,	 navigating	 “zoom	 school”	 presents	 its	
challenges	academically,	but	they	pale	in	comparison	
to	 the	ways	 I	 can	already	 feel	myself	 changing	as	a	
result	of	the	switch	to	a	remote	learning	model.	This	
is	the	longest	time	in	sixteen	years	of	friendship	that	
I	 have	 gone	 without	 seeing	 my	 best	 friend.	 I	 am	
terrified	 by	 the	 world	 around	 me	 undergoing	 a	
pandemic	with	cases	 rising	by	 the	day,	 civil	unrest,	
and	a	dying	Earth.	 I	am	anxious	around	people	 in	a	
way	I	have	never	been,	fearing	a	plague	I	cannot	see.	
I	am	frustrated	and	upset	with	the	cancellation	of	all	
of	my	senior	privileges,	my	passions,	and	my	plans.	
The	 high	 school	 experience	 was	 never	 like	 the	
movies,	but	our	class	is	on	pace	to	be	the	first	to	not	
experience	a	 junior	or	senior	prom.	 I,	and	all	of	my	
peers,	 are	 equally	 confused	 as	 to	 how	 to	 beat	 this	
virus	 as	 the	 rest	 of	 the	 country,	 yet	 we	 are	 being	
expected	 to	 act	 with	 more	 multitasking	 and	
emotional	stability	than	many	adults.	

 
AP CLASSES 
By:	Natalyah	Cadiche,	2022	

5	 AP	 Classes.	 5	 Passionate	 teachers.	 One	
laptop.	One	bedroom.	One	student.	Growing	up	as	an	
American	high	school	student	poses	a	wide	variety	of	
stressors,	challenges,	and	basic	duties.	These	include	
responsibilities	 such	 as	 thinking	 about	 college,	
keeping	 up	with	 school	work,	maintaining	 a	 stable	
GPA,	and	trying	to	find	time	for	family	friends	while	
also	searching	for	time	for	themselves.	Now	add	on	5	
Advanced	placement	college	courses	and	stir	for	the	
perfect	 cocktail	 of	 stress,	 no	 time	 for	 social	
interaction,	 dropping	 grades,	 and	 a	 lack	 of	 self-
esteem.	 Did	 I	 mention	 that	 I	 was	 doing	 it	 all	 in	 a	
pandemic?		

Over	the	past	few	weeks,	I,	Natalyah	Cadiche,	
have	had	to	endure	the	struggle	to	balance	assisting	
at	home	and	providing	my	family	with	support	for	the	

pandemic	 while	 also	 attempting	 to	 maintain	 that	
perfect	GPA	and	my	motivation	for	each	class.	Being	
in	so	many	Advanced	Placement	courses	is	already	a	
struggle	on	its	own.	When	you	add	on	not	being	able	
to	see	your	friends,	never	getting	that	stress	relieving	
pedicure,	 and	 watching	 the	 death	 counter	 slowly	
creep	up	day	after	day,	you	realize	that	the	workload	
and	problems	you	believe	you	had	were	nothing	 in	
comparison	 to	 the	 conflict	 and	 struggles	 that	
students	are	facing.		
While	 teachers	 may	 attempt	 to	 show	 their	
understanding	through	their	words,	four	to	five-page	
long	task	lists,	2-3	essays	per	week,	and	a	test	on	that	
one	book	that	you	haven’t	even	opened	yet	all	add	up	
to	 one	 thing.	 Stress.	 Everyone	 claims	 that	 school	
systems	have	worked	to	decrease	stress	and
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support	students.	While	this	may	be	true,	students	still	stare	at	their	screens	with	the	belief	that	they	are	alone	in	
this	battle	for	our	academics.	The	pandemic	has	taken	many	things	from	many	people.	But	I	think	all	students	can	
agree	 when	 I	 say	 two	 of	 the	 top	 things	 we’ve	 lost	 are	 our	 motivation	 and	
education.	

WHY JONATHAN DAYTON SHOULD NOT 
REOPEN IN JANUARY 
By:	Cassandra	Cadillo,	2022	
It	would	be	a	wonderful	idea	to	reopen	the	school	so	
that	we	can	improve	students’	mental	health	and	the	
US	 economy…if	 we	 weren’t	 in	 a	 raging	 worldwide	
pandemic	with	new	cases	every	single	day.	According	
to	the	World	Health	Organization,	the	United	States	
has	 14,755,996	 confirmed	 cases	 as	 of	 December	 9,	
2020.	 While	 most	 people	 think	 the	 virus	 has	
disappeared,	I	can	say	that	it	is	still	a	big	problem	and	
is	 not	 going	 away	 any	 time	 soon.	 If	 the	 US	
Administration	 had	 orchestrated	 a	 proper	
nationwide	 shutdown	 when	 the	 Coronavirus	 was	
introduced	 as	 recommended	 by	 the	 Center	 for	
Disease	 Control	 and	 Prevention,	 the	 spread	 of	 the	
virus	would	have	been	much	more	manageable.	For	
example,	 New	 Zealand	 and	 Taiwan	 organized	 a	
nationwide	 lockdown	 and	 are	 now	 almost	 back	 to	
normal.	 However,	 the	 pandemic	 was	 not	 taken	
seriously	by	the	US	Administration	and	now	we	have	
to	 deal	 with	 the	 consequences.	 Also,	 the	 Hybrid	
Schedule	is	not	as	great	as	it	is	made	out	to	be.	While	
it	 seems	 like	 a	 good	 idea,	 it	 has	many	 flaws	 and	 is	
perhaps	 a	 worse	 system	 than	 remote	 learning.	
Jonathon	 Dayton	 High	 School	 reopening	 does	 not	
seem	 like	a	great	 idea	because	our	 school	does	not	
have	 the	 necessary	 protective	 equipment	 for	
preventing	the	spread	indoors,	students	could	spread	
the	 virus	 to	 our	 faculty,	 parents,	 and	 even	
grandparents	who	 are	 at	 high	 risk,	 and	 following	 a	
hybrid	schedule	does	not	seem	appealing	due	to	 its	
several	flaws.	
											Schools	 do	 not	 have	 the	 requisite	 equipment	
that	can	fully	prevent	the	spread	of	the	virus.	I	have	
heard	 the	 claim	 that	 the	 virus	 is	 not	 100%	
preventable,	 so	 students	 should	 go	 back	 to	 school	
since	 the	virus	 is	not	going	anywhere.	 If	 that	 is	 the	
case,	why	reopen	schools	in	the	first	place?	The	top	
priority	is	our	health	and	safety.	While	masks	would	
be	 required	 in	 school,	 cloth	 masks	 barely	 protect	
against	 a	 Coronavirus	 carrier.	 The	 most	 efficient	
masks	 are	N95	 respirators	 and	 surgical	masks,	 but	
schools	most	 likely	 do	 not	 have	 enough	 funding	 to	

provide	 these	 to	
every	 student.	
They	 also	 can’t	
ensure	 that	 the	
students	 will	 stay	
six	feet	apart	at	all	
times.	In	addition,	high	school	students	love	to	hang	
out	with	friends,	hang	out	at	public	places,	and	go	to	
parties.	 Many	 students	 still	 attend	 parties	 and	
crowded	 places	 even	 though	 we	 are	 in	 a	 serious	
pandemic.	While	many	like	to	point	out	that	younger	
people	are	almost	“immune”	to	the	virus,	this	claim	is	
false.	 If	 a	 student	 catches	 the	 virus	 while	
intermingling	with	a	large	group	of	people,	they	could	
spread	it	to	other	students	when	they	come	to	school.	
Even	 worse,	 the	 carriers	 could	 bring	 the	 disease	
home,	which	 is	 especially	 bad	 in	multigenerational	
families.	It	could	also	affect	the	teachers	and	faculty	
who	are	exposed	to	a	variety	of	students	and	could	be	
at	high	risk	for	the	virus.	Why	put	those	who	follow	
the	 pandemic	 guidelines	 at	 risk?	 Besides	 the	 risks,	
Hybrid	schooling	is	not	what	it	is	made	out	to	be.	It	
may	seem	like	a	good	idea,	but	it	is	a	flawed	system	
that	will	most	likely	not	succeed.	When	we	went	back	
to	 school	 for	 one	 week	 in	 November,	 the	 learning	
environment	was	not	what	I	expected.	In	most	cases,	
teachers	 made	 in-school	 students	 log	 into	 Zoom	
meetings	as	if	we	were	in	our	homes.	To	summarize,	
it	 was	 remote	 learning	 in	 a	 different	 setting.	 The	
purpose	of	hybrid	education	models	was	to	provide	
students	with	 real,	 in-person	 instruction.	 However,	
that	is	almost	impossible	since	only	a	small	portion	of	
the	class	is	in	school	while	the	majority	stays	remote.	
It	is	extremely	difficult	for	a	teacher	to	tend	to	their	
online	 students	while	 providing	 in-person	 students	
with	the	collaboration	and	guidance	we	need.		
											Overall,	 Jonathon	 Dayton	 High	 School	 should	
not	 reopen	 in	 January	 because	we	 do	 not	 have	 the	
necessary	 protective	 equipment	 for	 preventing	 the	
spread	indoors,	students	could	spread	the	virus	to		
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the	faculty,	parents,	and	even	grandparents	who	are	
at	 high	 risk,	 and	 the	 Hybrid	 System	 is	 extremely	
flawed.	 I	 propose	 that	 the	 school	 stays	 remote,	 but	
provides	 guidance	 for	 students	 by	 tending	 to	 our	
mental	health.	We	are	in	a	very	difficult	time,	and	it	is	

best	to	assign	less	work	to	stressed-out	students	so	
that	we	 can	 have	more	 time	 to	 relax	 and	 enjoy	 at-
home	activities.	This	will	relieve	stress	from	students	
and	teachers.	Remote	learning	is	the	most	beneficial	
and	advisable	system.	

 
COVID-19 & ITS IMPACT ON COLLEGE APPLICATIONS 
By:	Sofia	Sieminski,	2021	

As	 COVID-19	 reaches	 its	 third	 wave	 in	 the	
United	 States	 and	 in	 Europe,	 with	 cases	 reaching	
roughly	600,000	cases	per	day,	millions	of	students	
across	the	nation	are	partaking	in	their	studies	from	
the	 comfort	 of	 their	 own	
homes.	The	race	for	a	vaccine	
has	 concluded,	 allowing	 for	a	
near	future	for	a	“normal”	and	
“functioning”	 society.	 Virtual	
learning	 quickly	 became	 the	
new	 “learning”	 for	 students	
around	the	world,	as	in	person	
instruction	 is	 limited	 due	 to	
the	 COVID	 outbreak.	
Communication	 between	
teachers	 and	 students	 is	
limited	 outside	 of	 the	 virtual	
classroom,	 leaving	 a	 gap	 for	
students	 to	 properly	 receive	
help	 on	 assignments,	 and	 for	
teachers	to	communicate	with	
students	 who	 are	 actively	
struggling	 through	 a	 virtual	
environment.	
	 As	 college	 application	 deadlines	 quickly	
approach,	 high	 school	 seniors	 faced	 a	 new	 way	 of	
tackling	 their	 education.	 Traditionally,	 college	
applications	are	done	 through	websites	such	as	 the	
Common	 Application,	 but	 students	 must	
communicate	 with	 their	 teachers,	 guidance	
counselors,	 and	 peers	 from	 a	 virtual	 standpoint,	
making	this	process	a	tedious	and	confusing	one.	In-
person	campus	tours	and	information	meetings	have	
now	transitioned	to	a	virtual	platform,	not	allowing	
students	 to	 fully	 grasp	 the	 social	 and	 academic	

atmosphere	of	a	particular	college.	However,	virtual	
information	sessions	are	currently	the	only	way	for	a	
student	to	inform	his,	her,	or	themselves	of	a	college’s	
atmosphere,	clubs,	and	academics.	

	 One	 of	 the	 biggest	
changes	 to	 the	 college	
admissions	 process	 for	
current	 high	 school	
seniors	 is	 the	 near-
universal	 waiver	 of	 the	
submission	of	SAT	or	ACT	
scores	across	the	country.	
As	students	cannot	gather	
within	 a	 closed	
environment,	 students	
have	 faced	 multiple	 test	

cancellations,	
reschedules,	 and	 changed	
testing	 locations.	 In	
response	 to	 the	 testing	
disaster,	 universities	
around	 the	 country	 are	
waiving	 their	
standardized	 testing	

requirement,	 allowing	 students	 to	 be	 evaluated	 by	
their	 GPAs,	 teacher	 recommendation	 letters,	 and	
most	importantly,	their	personal	essays.	
	 Despite	 being	 an	 emotional	 time	 for	 many	
amidst	the	tragedy	that	COVID-19	has	brought	upon	
for	many	Americans,	the	college	admissions	process	
for	 the	 class	 of	 2020	 is	 one	 of	 the	most	 unique	 in	
modern	history,	 hindering	 them	 from	 receiving	 the	
full	 experience	 of	 taking	 standardized	 tests	 and	
engaging	 within	 different	 universities	 to	 find	 the	
perfect	fit.	
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FALL SPORTS 
By:	Brielle	Ramundo,	2021	

With	 the	 uncertainty	 surrounding	 the	
coronavirus	pandemic,	prior	to	the	fall,	most	student	
athletes	were	anxious	 to	hear	news	regarding	 their	
sports	 season.	 Thankfully,	 with	 proper	 safety	
precautions	in	place,	outdoor	activities	were	able	to	
occur!	Myself,	 along	with	many	other	seniors,	were	
fearful	 that	 our	 “senior	 season”	
would	be	another	event	canceled	
due	 to	 the	 pandemic,	 but	 the	
administration	 and	 athletic	
director	 worked	 tirelessly	 to	
ensure	 that	 we	 would	 get	 to	
experience	this	memorable	year.	

In	September,	the	football,	
cheerleading,	 soccer,	 tennis,	 and	
cross-country	sports	were	able	to	
begin,	 following	 strict	 COVID-19	
safety	guidelines.	Masks	were	to	be	worn	at	all	times,	
aside	from	actively	playing,	and	teams	must	remain	
social	distanced	from	one	another.	Each	athlete	filled	
out	 a	 daily	 health	 screener	 to	 ensure	 they	 did	 not	
exhibit	 symptoms	 of	 the	 coronavirus	 and	
temperatures	 were	 taken	 before	 entering	 the	
field/court	areas	as	well.	

For	tennis	specifically,	many	new	procedures	
were	 in	 place.	 Players	 remained	 socially-distanced	
during	warm-ups,	drills,	and	water	breaks.	The	tennis	
balls	 were	 sanitized	 after	 every	 practice	 so	 clean	
equipment	would	be	used	 for	 each	new	day.	These	
safety	 guidelines	 were	 also	 implemented	 for	 the	

annual	 “Senior	 Night”.	 No	 food,	
drinks,	 or	 pre-packaged	 snacks	
were	 allowed;	 however,	 the	
underclassmen	 were	 still	
determined	 to	 make	 the	 night	
memorable	 for	 their	 team.	 Along	
with	 the	 adorable	 themed	 posters,	
seniors	 received	 a	 decorated	 jar	
filled	 with	 thoughtful	 notes	 from	
teammates!	

I	 felt	 that	 because	 the	
pandemic	 caused	 us	 to	 miss	 out	 on	 much	 of	 our	
senior	 year,	 most	 of	 the	 senior	 athletes	 were	
determined	 to	 follow	 all	 necessary	 precautions	 to	
ensure	they	had	a	senior	season.	I	am	thankful	that	in	
these	unprecedented	times,	we	managed	to	stay	safe	
and	 healthy	 during	 our	 final	 sports	 season	 as	 high	
schoolers.	
	

FRESHMAN PERSPECTIVE 
By:	Anthony	Bianchi,	2024	

High	 school	 is	 a	 challenging	 and	 important	
part	of	someone’s	early	life.	It	paves	a	path	for	all	of	
their	 future	 endeavors.	 So,	 it	 is	 ideal	 to	 start	 high	
school	 on	 the	 right	 foot	 by	 getting	 a	 sense	 of	 your	
surroundings,	 teachers,	 and	 peers.	 But	 all	 during	 a	
global	 pandemic?	 Since	 the	 coronavirus	 was	
discovered	late	in	2019,	it	has	erupted	havoc	on	the	
world.	Spreading	vigorously,	the	virus	caused	life	to	
shut	down.	Businesses	lost	money	and	had	to	close,	
people	 lost	 their	 jobs,	 and	 schools	 were	 out	 of	
session.	 Normally	 kids	 would’ve	 been	 psyched	 for	
time	away	from	school,	but	not	this	year.		

Students	had	to	start	the	new	year	from	their	
laptops	 by	 joining	 zoom	 meetings	 filled	 with	 their	
teachers	and	classmates.	As	a	freshman	at	Jonathan	
Dayton	High	School,	 I	 experienced	 this	 first	 hand.	 I	
had	 to	meet	my	 teachers	 online,	 familiarize	myself	
with	 their	 rules	 and	 guidelines,	 and	 meet	 new	
classmates.	This	was	difficult	because	I	already	had	a	
lot	of	anxiety	toward	starting	high	school.	Along	with	

many	others,	I	felt	pressure	because	I	knew	this	was	
the	 start	 of	 my	 adult	 life	 and	 many	 new	
responsibilities	would	arise.	Thoughts	of	choosing	a	
college,	starting	to	drive,	and	taking	SATs	in	just	a	few	
years	 filled	 my	 mind.	 However,	 this	 challenging	
experience	opened	the	door	to	thoughts	of	mine	that	
I	 never	 knew	 existed.	 Since	 the	 whole	 world	 is	
suffering	from	a	common	ailment	and	it	affects	how	
you	live	your	everyday	life,	you	start	to	wonder	how	
lucky	you	were	before.		

With	all	the	time	at	home,	I	thought	a	lot	about	
how	my	life	was	before	the	virus	and	how	it	is	now.	I	
learned	 to	 appreciate	 the	 things	 I	 was	 fortunate	
enough	to	have.	 I	became	grateful	 for	having	a	safe	
learning	environment,	friends	to	be	able	to	see	every	
day,	and	face-to-face	help	from	teachers.	That’s	what	
I	 feel	all	of	us,	not	 just	Freshman,	should	take	away	
from	this	pandemic.	We	were	all	fortunate	enough	to	
live	 happy,	 healthy,	 and	 learning-based	 lives.	 We	
should	also	be	grateful		



The Dawg Print      School News       8
	

for	the	courageous	efforts	of	healthcare	and	scientific	workers	who	have	never	stopped	hunting	for	a	cure.	All	in	
all,	this	may	not	have	been	the	most	ideal	start	to	high	school.	However,	I	feel	it	has	given	myself	and	my	peers	a	
better	understanding	of	gratefulness.	This	will	help	us	to	become	more	well-rounded,	sympathetic,	and	mature	
individuals.	 Furthermore,	 the	 pandemic	 has	 allowed	 us	 to	 be	 better	 prepared	 for	 the	 rest	 of	 our	 high	 school	
journeys	and	eventually,	the	rest	of	our	lives.

TEENAGERS’ LACK OF RESPONSIBLE PANDEMIC 
BEHAVIOR 
By:	Nicole	Ramundo,	2022	

At	the	start	of	the	coronavirus	pandemic,	the	
teenagers	 in	 Springfield	 had	 understood	 the	
importance	of	the	virus	and	the	deadly	affects	it	had	
when	one	contracted	it.	They	had	abided	to	the	stay-
at-home	laws	that	were	initiated	by	the	Governor	of	
New	 Jersey,	 and	 did	 not	 go	 out	 unless	 absolutely	
necessary,	like	a	trip	to	an	essential	store.	That	was,	
until	the	summer	had	arrived.		
	 During	 the	 summer	 months,	 gatherings	
involving	many	teens	from	Springfield	were	frequent.	
These	gatherings	would	be	seen	often	on	social	media	
platforms:	graduation	parties,	4th	of	July	parties,	and	
even	just	summer	hangouts	for	a	friend’s	birthday	or	
a	trip	to	the	beach.	The	proper	precautions	were	not	
taken,	 such	 as	 social	 distancing	 and	mask-wearing.	
Although	 the	 stay-at-home	 laws	 were	 temporarily	

lifted,	 teenagers	 in	 our	 town	 had	 shown	 no	
responsibility	 over	 their	 actions,	 and	 continued	 to	
live	as	though	it	were	an	ordinary	summer.		
	 Even	to	this	day,	with	cases	now	at	an	all-time	
high,	kids	are	still	hosting	parties	and	not	listening	to	
the	rules.	These	unsafe	gatherings	had	played	a	major	
role	 in	 the	early	 cancellation	of	 the	Dayton	 football	
and	 cheerleading	 seasons	 in	 early	 November.	 This	
shows	that	teenagers	in	our	town	fail	to	realize	that	
when	 a	 party	 is	 held	 without	 proper	 precautions,	
there	 is	 a	 possibility	 of	 virus	 exposure.	 Families,	
friends,	 and	 even	 people	 in	 other	 towns	 could	
become	 affected	 by	 one	 positive	 case	 at	 a	 party,	
therefore	gatherings	should	only	be	necessary,	with	
small	amounts	of	people	and	with	proper	protection.	
	

	
FAVORITE PANDEMIC SNACK? 
By:	Brielle	Ramundo,	2021	

The	quarantine	caused	people	to	watch	new	Netflix	shows,	try	new	hobbies,	and	most	importantly,	eat	lots	
of	snacks!	I	polled	Dayton	students	to	hear	their	favorite	snacks	they	ate	during	the	pandemic	and	here	are	the	
results:	
4	people	said	chips	
4	people	said	ice	cream	
3	people	said	chocolate	chip	cookies	
2	people	said	granola	
2	people	said	fruit/vegetables	
2	people	said	fast	food	(Dunkin	and	McDonald’s	specifically)	
Other	responses	included	popcorn,	bread,	chocolate,	yogurt,	and	peanut	butter.	
	

	
	 	
	



 
 

SENIOR SUPERLATIVE WINNERS 
	

Best	Looking:	Eliana	McNamee	&	Aiden	Forys	
Nicest	Eyes:	Polina	Lastovskaya	&	Kaden	Cobbs	

Most	Likely	to	Succeed:	Emma	Mohabir	&	Babatunde	(Patrick)	Ajayi	
Most	Athletic:	Rachel	Rodrick	&	Aiden	Forys	
Best	Dressed:	Rachel	Rodrick	&	Pablo	Carvajal	
Class	Clown:	Laila	Davis	&	Branden	Doren	

Most	School	Spirited:	Nikki	Fiore	&	Anthony	Apicella	
Class	Non-Conformist:	Elsie	Cohen	&	Tim	Burns	

Most	Likely	to	Be	on	Broadway:	Sami	Engel	&	Dexter	Kennedy	
Most	Artistic:	Sara	Spinner	&	Sebastian	Castano	
Class	Musicians:	Sarah	Zarember	&	Nate	Kapleau	

Attached	at	the	Hip:	Jenna	Dordoni,	Polina	Lastovskaya,	and	Gianna	Melegh	&	Joe	
Grzybowski	and	Nick	Stampoulous	

Heart	of	Gold:	Ciara	Corbett	&	Ryan	Disko	
Most	Changed	Since	Freshman	Year:	Maya	Gallagher,	David	Greenman,	&	Frankie	

Sarracino	
Senior	Sweethearts:	Abby	Wilson	&	Jack	Wolcott	

Worst	Case	of	Senioritis:	Victoria	Nacci	&	Abner	Arias	
Personality	Plus:	Nikki	Fiore	&	Anthony	Apicella	

Nicest	Smile:	Dia	Patel,	Jordan	Smith,	&	Pablo	Carvajal	
Most	Contagious	Laugh:	Cristina	McFadden	&	Evan	Kay	

Most	Likely	to	Change	the	World:	Ava	Bertolotti	&	Kaden	Cobbs	
Most	Likely	to	Be	on	a	Reality	Show:	Aaliyah	Ellison	&	David	Ares	III	

 
	
	
	
	
	


